
Too many people are being seriously injured in crashes on  
State Highway 60 between Upper Takaka and Takaka. 
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency has been looking at introducing 
lower speed limits in places to make this road safer. 
To help us fully understand the issues on the road, we asked locals to 
give us their views.

WHAT WE DID
We delivered flyers to homes and businesses throughout Golden Bay, and we held a public drop-in session in Takaka 
to talk to people face to face and invited people to give feedback online. 
We also talked to residents living on the road, businesses and organisations based along the road, the council, 
community board and a range of road user representative groups including the AA, walking and cycling groups and 
freight representatives.
We had many useful conversations and received more than 700 pieces of feedback.
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WHAT WE HEARD

The main feedback themes were: 
Paines Ford to Takaka

Many people told us speeds felt too fast 
through this area and would like to see the 
speed limit reduced.

Dangerous driving

Many people commented on dangerous 
driving by other drivers – such as driving too 
fast for the conditions, dangerous overtaking.

Signage and other improvements

Many people commented on the need for 
better and more visible signage. Others 
mentioned the need for additional lanes such 
as passing lanes, pullover areas and additional 
lanes over the one-way bridges. 

Safe access on and off the road

There were many comments about not 
being able to park safely around Paines Ford, 
while other people drew attention to other 
intersections around that area. 

Vulnerable people

There was considerable concern that current 
speed limits put tourists, pedestrians and 
cyclists at risk from vehicles coming into 
Takaka at high speed and not seeing the 
number of children and elderly people in the 
area.

Further speed reviews on the open road

Some people would like to see speed limits 
on other parts of SH60 reviewed. This will be 
done as part of future speed reviews of roads 
in Golden Bay.

WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT?

We’ve read all the feedback and used these insights 
along with our technical analysis of what is the safe and 
appropriate speed for this road. Based on this we will 
be coming back to the community in the near future to 
consult on a proposed lower speed limit for sections of 
this road.
The consultation will cover off the details of what new 
speed limit/s we are proposing in which areas, and give 
locals and others who are interested an opportunity to 
let us know if there are any other factors that we should 
consider when making our decision.


