
SH88 Dunedin to Port Chalmers 
safety improvements

What about the 
shared path?

The project team is now advancing 
plans to build the final section 
of the Dunedin to Port Chalmers 
shared path, which is a 5km 
section from St Leonards to Port 
Chalmers. It will connect to the 
existing pathway giving cyclists and 
pedestrians a safe off-road route.
Detailed design and tender 
documentation for the shared path 
is being completed and the final 
consents will be lodged soon.
We are talking to KiwiRail about 
realigning the rail line and using 
part of the rail corridor for the 
shared path. It will take about three 
years to complete the shared path, 
although an exact time depends on 
a number of factors, including how 
quickly the reclamation work takes 
to settle.
At this stage we are aiming to have 
it open by 2022.

The first stage of the State Highway 88 safety upgrade will 
get underway in August, boosting safety for Dunedin 
motorists.
Safety barriers, which will help stop people ending up in the harbour, in a ditch or up a 
bank if they lose control of their vehicle, will be installed at high-risk sites at  
St Leonards, Blanket Bay and the Roseneath cutting.
The areas were selected following a safety review that found installing barriers at 
these locations will make the road safer for motorists, without impacting on cyclist 
safety.
The review found safety barriers could be installed at these sites before the shared 
path is built as the design allows the same, or in some cases, more room for cyclists 
travelling on SH88. 
While these barriers will not change the cycling conditions, they could mean the 
difference between life and death for people driving on this road.
We expect this first stage to be finished in early 2019, depending on the weather.
The remainder of the safety barriers will be installed once work on the final stage of 
the shared pathway is underway, so cyclists have an alternative and safe route. 

EXPECT DELAYS
The road between Dunedin and Port Chalmers will be down to one lane at times while 
we install the safety barriers. Please allow an extra five minutes travel time.
This work is expected to start in August.
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Safety barriers are life savers. They stop 
your vehicle before it goes off the road 
into the ocean or a ditch or into something 
harder like a tree or power pole. 
75 percent* of crashes where people die 
or are seriously injured are from drivers 
having head-on collisions or running off 
the road.
* High-risk rural roads guide, published 
September 2011, NZ Transport Agency. 

WHY SAFETY  
BARRIERS?

Flexible road  safety barriers. These 
barriers catch vehicles that leave their 
lane before they hit something harder 
like trees, poles, ditches or other 
vehicles.

ARE THESE 
IMPROVEMENTS SAFE  
FOR CYCLISTS?
Yes. A safety review found that there is no reason to hold 
off installing safety barriers at some high-risk sites as the 
design of the barriers allows the same, or in some cases, 
more room for cyclists travelling on SH88. 
Currently the road shoulder space for cyclists is around 
600-900mm wide. When the first stage of safety barriers 
are installed at these high-risk sites, cyclists will have a 
minimum of a 1m wide shoulder from the road edgeline to 
the barrier. 
In the long term, all cyclists and pedestrians   
will be off SH88 and on the shared path. This will keep 
them safe and make SH88 safer as traffic volumes 
increase.

Between 2006 and 
2015, 12 people were 
seriously injured in 
crashes on SH88.
Most were loss of control crashes 
where a vehicle left the road, with a 
number ending up in the Otago 
Harbour. 
Traffic volumes are expected to 
increase over the coming years so 
it’s important we make this stretch 
of road safer.

HOW MUCH DOES THE 
PROJECT COST?
The shared path and the safety improvements will cost 
$20–30 million. 
The NZ Transport Agency is delivering the project on 
behalf of the government with funding from the National 
Land Transport Programme (NLTP). Dunedin City Council 
will maintain and operate the shared path once it is built. 
The highway safety work remains the responsibility of the 
Transport Agency.
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SH88/Finch Street 
intersection
We are investigating ways to improve the SH88/
Finch Street intersection and make it safer. We are 
working on treatment options at the moment and will 
ask the community for its views later this year. Our 
ideas include:
• Installing a right-hand turn bay on SH88 to make it 

easier for vehicles to turn off the highway into Finch 
Street. At the moment vehicles waiting to turn are 
sitting in the live traffic lane and there have been a 
number of rear-end crashes. A turn bay would give 
drivers a safe place to wait.

• Extending the shared path and constructing a 
pedestrian refuge in the middle of the road. This 
would make it safer for people to bike and walk 
across the road and get onto the existing shared 
path. 

We will keep the 
community informed as we 

continue this journey to 
make SH88 safer for 

everyone. 
Keep an eye out for 

opportunities to share your 
ideas and have your say on 

possible changes at   
Finch Street. 

If you require any additional information, please contact:

Safety improvements
Matthew Glover 
Project Manager 
Phone 03 477 3109 
Email matthew.glover@saferoads.co.nz

Shared path 
Jason Forbes 
Project Manager 
Phone 03 955 2933 
Email jason.forbes@nzta.govt.nz

www.nzta.govt.nz/d2pc
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