
Safety Improvements project

COVID-19

In response to the government’s 
COVID-19 Alert Level 4 lock-
down in March, Waka Kotahi 
stopped work on this project. The 
work resumed with the move to 
Alert Level 3, with plans in place 
to ensure the construction site 
meets the safety requirements of 
the new alert levels. While this 
sees a change in the way work is 
completed, keeping the project 
team and local community safe is a 
top priority. 
Despite the impacts of COVID-19, 
the St Leonards to Port Chalmers 
shared path is still expected to 
be completed on schedule by the 
second half of 2022.

Good progress has been made on a $31 million project to 
build the final leg of the State Highway 88 shared walking 
and cycling path between Dunedin and Port Chalmers, since 
work kicked off five months ago. 
When completed, it will provide a safe, uninterrupted walking and cycling link 
between Dunedin and Port Chalmers. Work carried out so far includes crossings at 
St Leonards and Sawyers Bay which allow machinery to safely cross the railway line 
and place reclamation material needed for the shared path. The project team are also 
working with local community groups on relocating rhododendrons and other plants 
from land in the Roseneath area that’s needed for the shared path. Site clearance 
work is also largely completed. 
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Before and after site clearance at the SH88 entrance to Port Chalmers.

Benefits
The path provides a safe and attractive alternative route for pedestrians and 
cyclists on SH88, a busy road freight route between Dunedin and Port Chalmers. 
It will ensure better cycling and links between Port Chalmers, West Harbour, 
the Dunedin CBD and Otago Peninsula. The path is expected to make walking 
and cycling an appealing commuting option to Dunedin for local West Harbour 
residents. 

This is a key project in the Connecting Dunedin partnership formed in 2016, to 
ensure the transport work of Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency, the Dunedin 
City Council and Otago Regional Council provides Dunedin with a well-
connected, safe, multi-modal and customer focused transport system. 
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Path features
The final leg of the path from St Leonards to Port Chalmers will 
be a well-lit three metre wide path that’s safe and modern. At 
St Leonards, the path is being built on the rail causeway with 
path users separated from the railway line by security fencing. 
The first 600 metres of the Blanket Bay portion of the shared 
path traverses the harbour on a boardwalk featuring a viewing 
platform. There will also be a board with information about the 
historic seawall adjacent to the new path. 

Connections to local communities from the path will also be 
provided at safe and convenient locations, making the path 
assessable to all. 
A notable feature of the new section of path will be a two-and-
a-half metre high retaining wall at the SH88 Roseneath cutting. 
The wall carries the path above the highway, with users 
protected by secure fencing. Made of large concrete panels, 
the retaining wall provides a perfect opportunity to showcase 
Dunedin’s creative talent. Waka Kotahi engaged local artist 
Simon Kaan to develop these panels.

If you require any additional information, please contact:

Jason Forbes, Project Manager 
Email jason.forbes@nzta.govt.nz
www.nzta.govt.nz/d2pc
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CONNECTING

Safety upgrades on rural sections of 
SH88 are a critical part of this job. In the 
past 10 years there have been 91 crashes 
on this stretch of highway, 11 of these 
resulting in either death or serious injury. 
It’s been identified as a route where 
we can deliver real safety benefits by 
installing road side barriers, intersection 
improvements including the SH88-Finch 
Street intersection, along with high 
visibility road markings that are easier to 
see at night and in wet weather. 

All these measures will help reduce 
the severity of crashes along this route, 
including several where drivers have 
left the road and driven into the Otago 
Harbour. 

Reclamation work for the new shared path at Sawyers Bay




