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To get ready for this work our focus over 
winter has been on establishing work sites 
and creating multiple access points along 
the 27 km alignment. 

We’ve created nine separate access points 
and tracks that intersect with local roads or 
state highways. Through some areas we’ve 
reduced speed limits to keep drivers and  
our construction team safe. Here’s a quick 
run down of what’s changed and if you’re 
driving through the area please take extra 
care and observe all temporary traffic signs.

State Highway 1:  
New site entrances have been created  
on northbound and southbound lanes at  
Linden and just south of Mackays Crossing. 

State Highway 58:  
A new access point on State Highway 58  
at Pauatahanui is currently being  
established. A six km access track that  
runs behind Whitby, Waitangirua and  
Cannons Creek has also recently been  
completed ahead of major earthworks  
starting in this area. Known as the Bradey 
Track, this is a major haul route to support 
movement of equipment and materials 
along the project. It also links our  
Lanes Flat site office at Pauatahanui to  
the site of the new Cannons Creek Bridge, 
the largest structure on the project.

Kenepuru Drive:  
Demolition of 37 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua 
(which we had been using as a site office)  
is now complete. 

This area will become the Kenepuru  
Interchange and provide a tie-in from  
Kenepuru Drive to the new motorway. 

Before that can happen there’s a lot of work 
that needs to be done and this address is 
an important site entrance for machinery 
and materials to be brought in to relocate 
utilities (power, water, telecoms etc) and 
construct the interchange. 

Above Top:  Works in Belmont Regional Park 
to establish the Bradey Track which comes  
off Bradey Road in Pauatahanui and runs 
behind Whitby, Waitangarua, and  
Cannons Creek to Takapu Road.

Above:  New site access points off both  
the northbound and southbound lanes  
of SH1 near Linden allow us to deliver  
equipment and materials to work fronts.

GEARING UP FOR A HUGE 
SUMMER OF EARTHWORKS
As we move into summer the team is getting set for a huge season of 
earthworks. Between September 2016 and May 2017 we expect to move 
approximately 2.4 million m3 of earth and fill - that’s equivalent to filling 
an Olympic swimming pool 950 times and is approximately 40% of the 
total earthworks on this mammoth project.
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Some of these structures are already well 
underway. Foundations are being laid for 
two underpasses at the northern end of the 
project, as well as at a new bridge across 
the Horokiri stream in Pauatahanui.

Now that Bradey Track is complete  
and full access has been created to the  
Cannons Creek bridge site, work on our 
largest bridge is about to start. This bridge 
is a whopping 60m high and 230m long. 
13,000 m3 of concrete is required for the 
foundations of the two piers alone!

One of the underpasses being constructed 
is in Battle Hill Farm Forest Park, which  
will support the continued safe passage  
of park users across the alignment during 
construction and once the motorway  
is operational in 2020. 

FIRST BRIDGES AND 
STRUCTURES UNDERWAY
When completed, the Transmission Gully Motorway will have more  
than 1 km of bridges and underpasses along its 27 km route.

Top right:  Pouring concrete for the  
foundation of the new bridge at Battle Hill 
Farm Forest Park. This bridge will provide 
access for riders and their horses, cyclists and 
walkers underneath the alignment through 
Battle Hill during and after construction. 

Below:  Bradey Track will be used as a 
major haul road during construction to bring 
equipment and materials in to a number  
of areas of the project. Essentially,  
we built a road to build a road!

Above:  Artist’s impression of the  
Cannons Creek Bridge. Everything about  
the Cannons Creek Bridge is impressive  
– especially the numbers! It will span  
230m and sit 60m above the valley floor. 

The Bradey Track

Above: The Bradey Track follows  
the new route and provides access  
to what will be the James Cook  
Interchange, which will connect the 
Transmission Gully motorway to the 
Whitby and Waitangirua Link Roads.



There are some work activities and locations where dust could potentially be more of a 
problem than in others. Before work starts, we review factors such as the type of soil and 
vegetation we may be disturbing, the type of activity being undertaken, the topography, 
and how windy and wet it is. We need to assess all this information so we can properly  
plan and schedule our works to minimise dust.

KEEPING AHEAD OF DUST
Building a motorway involves extensive earthworks - because we know 
this has the potential to generate dust, we proactively plan ways in 
which to manage it.

ROADS OF OPPORTUNITY 
As foundation members of Porirua Youth2Work, we’ve pledged  
to inspire local youth into careers in the industry.

Transmission Gully Project Resource and 
Training Manager, Trent Sherman says, 
“It was fantastic to see so many enthusiastic 
candidates at JOBfest 2016. For us,  
recruiting training and investing in local 
youth is a ‘no brainer’. It’s win-win because 
we end up with a talented and committed 
local workforce and they end up with great 
experience and qualifications that can take 
them on to new infrastructure projects in  
the years to come. And with nearly a dozen 
major transport projects lined up over the 
next decade construction workers are  
getting the green light.” 

Around 100 labourers and 100 plant  
machinery operators are being recruited as 
the project gears up for this first season of 
major earthworks which will require moving 
approximately 2.4 million cubic metres of 
earth and beginning construction of the first 
of 27 structures through challenging terrain. 

To see current vacancies and to apply to 
work on the Transmission Gully motorway 
project, please see our Employment  
Opportunities page at www.tg.co.nz  
or send your CV to recruitment@tg.co.nz

Above:  Anthony Graff, a school leaver from Mana College talks to CPB HEB Joint Venture 
Superintendent Kevin Watson and Resource and Training Manager, Trent Sherman at  
Porirua JOBfest. Anthony has been offered a place in CPB HEB JV’s Youth 2 Work  
programme. He’ll start as a labourer and work on the project towards his Infrastructure 
Works Level 2 Qualification. 

Did you know that  
the Transmission  
Gully motorway  
project has one of  
the largest replanting  
programmes by a  
construction project  
in New Zealand? 
A combined total of 534 hectares  
of land along the alignment will be  
replanted with trees, shrubs or plants  
as part of the project.

Some 4,500 fish and eels have been 
re-located from the Te Puka Stream  
into the upper reaches of the Wainui 
Stream in the biggest fish relocation 
operation in New Zealand.  

As shown in the photo below,  
ecologists removed the stream  
inhabitants from a 2.3 km stretch  
of the stream that is being diverted  
out of the way of the new motorway. 
Once the new Te Puka channel  
has been constructed, some fish,  
including Koaro, Redfin Bully, and  
Banded Kokopu, will be transported 
back to repopulate it. 

The project team is also working with 
ecologists to relocate lizards before 
construction starts. Boulder fields on  
the slopes of the catchments of the  
Te Puka and Horokiri streams have  
been completely dismantled by hand, 
uncovering more than 50 lizards. 

The 46 copper skinks, six common  
geckos and four brown skinks, will 
spend the next two years in nine  
specially constructed ‘apartment  
cages’ at Nga Manu Nature Reserve  
near Waikanae before being  
returned to the area. 

Right:  Dust isn’t just a  
potential nuisance for our 
neighbours – it can also 
impact on our ability to work 
safely by reducing visibility 
and air quality. Pictured is  
a water cart working on  
Bradey Track to keep work 
areas damp to limit the  
potential for dust to form.
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In July 2014, the NZ Transport Agency signed a Public Private Partnership (PPP) contract with  
the Wellington Gateway Partnership (WGP) to design, construct, finance, operate and maintain  
the new Transmission Gully motorway for the 25 years that will follow the construction period.  

It is expected to have the motorway open for traffic in 2020. 

WGP has contracted a joint venture of CPB Contractors (formerly Leighton Contractors)  
and HEB Construction (CPB HEB JV) to undertake design and construction. 

The Transmission Gully motorway will be a key component of the 110km Wellington Northern Corridor 
road of national significance, which when fully completed will provide a safer, more reliable and more 
efficient highway connection from Levin to Wellington, connecting the city to the growing economic 

centres of Kapiti and the Manawatu and subsequently the wider North Island. Importantly for the  
Wellington region, in the event of a major earthquake, it will be quicker to reinstate the Transmission 

Gully motorway than the existing State Highway 1. The motorway will also reduce traffic on the  
existing State Highway 1 which will provide a safer environment for communities along this route.

Above:  Vegetation clearance is also continuing within the motorway designation along 
the Te Puka Valley, in the north of the project (pictured). Given the challenging terrain, a 
helicopter is being used to remove trees from the area once they have been felled. This 
is the safest method of clearing the site and allows us to avoid disturbing surrounding 
vegetation. Around 32 hectares of forest will be cleared during this operation.

RANUI 
PLANTATION 
HARVEST
Harvesting of approximately 40 
hectares of pine trees from the  
Ranui pine plantation in Porirua 
is scheduled to begin in October.

The NZ Transport Agency has advised  
that the pine plantation is now 23 years  
old and the timing is right for the trees  
to be harvested, both in terms of the  
clearance necessary to construct the  
motorway, and the practicalities of  
removing the harvested logs. Once  
the Transmission Gully motorway is  
constructed, it will not be possible to  
access the area to remove the  
harvested logs. 

The construction of the motorway also  
provides an opportunity to remove the  
logs through the project’s southern site  
access off the Johnsonville-Porirua  
motorway near Linden. Previously the 
access for log removal would have been 
through the Ranui residential area. 

The harvesting operation will start in  
the south, near Linden and move north, 
finishing near Ranui. 

An area of pine trees at the edge of the 
plantation, near Ranui, will be left as a  
visual buffer during motorway construction, 
and will be harvested following the  
motorway construction.

Upcoming 
works
Across the project over the 
next 12 months, you can  
expect to see us:

• Continuing vegetation clearance 
and establishing environmental 
controls,

• Beginning stream diversions  
at Te Puka and Horokiri,

• Relocating services,
• Commencing construction of  

multiple bridges / underpasses,  
and

• Starting major earthworks


