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Background to the name, Mangaharakeke Drive
Mangaharakeke Pa
Mangaharakeke was one of the largest of many Pa built along the 
Waikato River. It stood at the boundary between the lands of Ngati 
Wairere to the south and Ngati Mahuta to the north. The Pa was 
named after the native flax that grew in the gullies near the Waikato.

Mangaharakeke was a fortified Pa, protected by trenches and 
ramparts on three sides and a gully on the other side. Some of these 
earthen ramparts are still discernible. Many battles were fought and 

ancient rituals and offerings to divinities were performed to protect the Pa and its dwellers.

In 1822, the Pa was temporarily abandoned when warriors of the Ngapuhi tribe from Northland, who 
were armed with muskets, invaded the area. They set fire to the abandon Pa before going onto attack 
other settlements further down the Waikato River.

Ngati Koura re-settled in the Pa around 1824 and occupied the site and 
surrounding lands until 1863 under Te Roore Tatangi, when the British troops 
marched on the region. Whilst the area on which Te Rapa Section and more the 
site of the Fonterra factory it was originally known to the Waikato tribes as 
Mangaharakeke.

 

DID YOU KNOW?

that the Hamilton Archery 

club site on Cobham Drive 

near the Waikato Hospital 

was once the TE RAPA PA

Koura Drive 
The name Koura was chosen in consultation with local 
iwi to commemorate a local female ancestress that 
conquered the area in the 17th century.

Koura after whom this hapu (sub-tribe) was named 
was the daughter of Paoa, a Tainui chief, who lived at 
Kaitotehe Pa opposite Taupiri Mountain.  

Through the intermarrying of Koura’s descendants with 
people from Ngati Wairere, Ngati Koura became 
closely aligned with Ngati Wairere.

Paoa left Kaitotehe Pa, and moved to the Hauraki 
district.  There he took a second wife named Tukutuku 
and with her had two sons,Tipa and Horowhenua.

Background to  the name, Koura Drive

Ngati Koura

Paoa, a Tainui chief, lived at Kaitotehe Pa opposite Taupiri Mountain with his first wife Tauhakari.  
They had three children: two sons Toapoto, Toawhane and one daughter, Koura after whom this 
hapu was named.

Following Koura’s birth, Paoa’s brother Mahuta visited him at Kaitotehe Pa. As this was a time when 
food was scarce the people of the Pa could not offer Mahuta a proper feast. Taking this as an insult 
to his brother, Paoa left Kaitotehe Pa abandoning his first family, and moved to the Hauraki district.  
There he took a second wife named Tukutuku and with her had two sons,Tipa and Horowhenua.

In his old age, Paoa returned to the Waikato and searched for his first family, eventually finding 
them at Te Hoe O Tainui.  However, the second family resented Paoa’s actions and as a 
consequence there was a battle outside the Pa in which Tipa and Horowhenua killed Toawhana and 
Toapoto, Koura’s two older brothers. 

Tipa and Horowhenua then challenged any one inside the Pa who was bold enough to come out and 
fight them. Koura, armed with a Taiaha named Hua Katoa, came out to answer the challenge. 
Because it was a woman who answered their challenge Tipa and Horowhenua realised that they 
had killed all of the senior male line of Koura’s family, but did not realise that Koura was indeed 
their half sister. As there was no more male line and they would not fight a woman, Tipa and 
Horowhenua declared peace between the two families.

Koura buried the sacred Taiaha, named Huakatoa, on the peak of Mount Hangawera.  At the same 
time she declared that all the lands from Mt Hangawera to the West should be invaded and taken 
from the iwi who lived there. This was achieved by her grandson Hotumauea, the renowned 
warlord, who thereby established the traditional lands of Ngati Koura.

Koura had several husbands, one of whom was Waenganui, a famous war Chief whose descendants, 
Ngati Waenganui, live at Parawera.  When Koura died her bones were deposited in a burial cave 
named Katokato near Taupiri. The location of this cave is still known to her descendants.

Te Rapa Alliance staff made up of New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA), Fulton and 
Hogan and Opus International Consultants Limited. 2010. 

The Honourable Steven Joyce, Minister of Transport turns the soil at the  Waikato  
Expressway, Te Rapa Section Sod Turning ceremony accompanied by local iwi in 2010

Descendants of Ngati Koura at the original  
Mangaharakeke Pa site.


