
Triple success at  
GEM Awards
The project is celebrating a hat-trick of awards  
at the NZ Transport Agency’s annual GEM 
(Going the Extra Mile) Awards including the 
supreme award.
The top prize was won by the project’s urban 
design and key relationships and communications 
teams for their work in collaborating with children 
from Waterview Primary School to design its 
outstanding playground.
“This is a great outcome for the project.  
Our GEM success justly recognises the passion 
and commitment all our people and teams 
demonstrate,” says Alliance Project Manager 
Iain Simmons.
“I want to thank everyone, including those 
people who have now left the project, for their 
great work with our neighbours,” says urban 
Design Lead Al Rigby.
The same teams also won the Connecting with 
Community Award, the second consecutive year 
it’s been won by the Well-Connected Alliance. 
The project also picked up the Teaming Up 
Award for working with the Transport Agency 
and educational organisations to host visits to 
site by more than 200 college students last year 
as part of a Government initiative to encourage 
students to consider engineering-related jobs.
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Skatepark and BMX Track on  
track for summer opening
Two action packed features of the 
redevelopment of Waterview Reserve are 
rapidly taking shape and are on track for a 
summer opening.
A new skatepark and BMX Track, alongside the 
hugely popular playground will complete the 
full suite of recreational facilities being built as 
part of the NZ Transport Agency’s Waterview 
Connection project.
“The local community will be spoilt for 
recreational choice this summer when these 
two action sports facilities open for people to 
skate and ride,” says NZTA Auckland Highway 
Manager Brett Gliddon.
“The skatepark and BMX Track are world class 
facilities for people of all ages and abilities to 

enjoy. It will be particularly pleasing to see young 
skaters and riders developing their skills here.”
The facilities have been designed and built by 
the Well-Connected Alliance (WCA) with input 
from local skaters and BMX riders.
A range of skatepark elements are featured 
which cater for beginners to advanced 
skateboarders including a bowled transition 
area, a big three metre high quarter pipe, fun 
boxes, rails and stairs.
The BMX Track design was inspired in part by a 
similar track in Melbourne and features a series 
of consecutive jumps in a pump track style loop. 
Construction of the skatepark and BMX Track 
will complete the second stage of the Waterview 
Reserve redevelopment. The playground (stage 
one) opened last year with around a thousand 

people attending the opening celebration. 
The third and final stage is the enhancement of 
a heritage area around nearby Te Auaunga Awa 
– Oakley Creek which includes improvements 
to pedestrian circulation in the reserve, and 
includes landscape planting works. This area will 
be open to the public to explore in early 2017. 
Please note that the area is unsafe while these 
facilities are still under construction. Please 
respect our works area and do not attempt to 
enter the site.

The BMX Track design has a significant input from Convic, a global leader in youth recreational facilities.

The skatepark features items for beginners to advanced skateboarders.
Celebrating two awards: Ray Chang (L), Al Rigby (C), 
Lesley Hopkins (R).



Boardwalk opens – 
connecting Point Chevalier  
to Waterview
A new community facility that gives people 
better access through coastal land near  
Point Chevalier officially opened on the first  
day of October.
The 171 metre long wooden boardwalk which 
crosses the intertidal mangrove foreshore at Eric 
Armishaw Reserve opened with a ribbon cutting 
celebration led by the NZ Transport Agency, the 
Albert-Eden Local Board representing Auckland 
Council, and the Well-Connected Alliance.
“Waterview is a great example of how big 

infrastructure projects are working to connect 
communities as well as deliver transport 
networks that are nationally important,” says 
the Transport Agency’s Planning Manager for 
Auckland and Northland, Paul Glucina.
“The Eric Armishaw Reserve also reflects a 
wider commitment by the Government and the 
Transport Agency to provide alternative ways to 
travel and facilities that walkers and cyclists can 
use safely.” 
Margi Watson from the Albert-Eden Local Board 
says the boardwalk will restore community 
connections. 
“The new boardwalk is about local community, 
creating safe access to parkland and restoration 
of the historic connection that was severed in 

the 1950s when SH16 was built,” says  
Ms Watson. 
Next year the Eric Armishaw Boardwalk will 
be extended further into Point Chevalier, and 
will link with other walkways to provide better 
access to Waterview and communities beyond. 

Birds eye view of the boardwalk. The first walk on the boardwalk is underway.

Margi Watson and Paul Glucina

Virtual classroom at 
Waterview
Lights, camera, Waterview!
The project was the subject and setting for an 
education virtual field trip during September. 
The LEARNZ field trip provided year 10 students 
and teachers with plenty of information and a 
behind the scenes visit at New Zealand’s largest 
road project ever. 
Several Well-Connected Alliance people had 
a starring role in the visit with the LEARNZ 
team including Design Lead Al Rigby describing 
the design process of the Waterview Reserve 
playground, skatepark and bmx track, and 
Site Engineer Eva Brosius talking about the 
construction of Te Whitinga (The Crossing).
This the third field trip that the LEARNZ team, 
consisting of reporter Shelley Hersey and 
videographer Andrew Penney, have undertaken 
at Waterview. 
Shelley says LEARNZ has been able to follow the 
development of the country’s largest roading 
infrastructure project in a city where everyone, 
including children, is aware of traffic issues. 
“LEARNZ reaches a number of schools in 
Auckland, but also a lot of rural ones as well and 
it’s a chance for them find out what is happening 
so far from their classrooms. 
 “Waterview fits in very well with the school 
curriculum and subjects like how transport 
connections work and sustainability. And of 
course, children just love technology and there’s 
plenty of that at Waterview,” Shelley says. 
If you would like to see what this is all about, 
it can be found at www.learnz.org.nz/ 
waterviewconnection143.

Design Lead Al Rigby (r) with the LEARNZ team

Eva Brosius (L) with Shelley from LEARNZ.



Local Boards name  
new bridges
The new names for four new bridges in the Alan 
Wood corridor of the Waterview Connection 
have been announced by the Albert-Eden and 
Whau Local Boards. 

The new names were decided after a public 
consultation process; as a result four Te Reo 
names have been chosen.
Te Whitinga (The Crossing) is the official 
name for the bridge commonly referred to as 
the Hendon Footbridge plus three new bridges 
that have yet to be built within the Alan Wood 
corridor have been named – Mokomoko, Raupo 

and Tuna Roa. 
The naming process was funded by Albert-Eden 
and Whau local boards.
The Albert Eden and Whau local boards would 
like to thank those involved in the naming of the 
new bridges in the Alan Wood corridor.
For more information on the location of the new 
bridges, please see the map attached.

What’s happening in the 
Cross Passages?
The electrical installation of the two rooms 
located in the cross passages is well underway 
with our team closing in on completion.
Each cross passage includes:
• Four distribution boards
• Four or eight jet fan isolators
• One RIO panel
• Two or three network cabinets (for CCTV, 

telephone system etc)
The RIO-panels act are like nerves which 
receive signals from the brain (Programmable 
Logic Controller) in the northern and southern 
ventilation buildings and then distribute power 
throughout the tunnel.
Only two of the 17 cross passages have yet to be 
kitted out with their electrical equipment while 
all others are live with full power. 
The installation work programme is expected to 
be completed by mid-October 2016.

CCTV switches and network cabinets

Distribution board inside the cross passage

THE GREAT 
SOUTHERN 
NOISE WALL

259 precast concrete noise panels are 
being installed alongside the SH20 
motorway extension from Valonia Reserve 
to the Southern Approach Trench. The 
panels will create a wall to buffer motorway 
noise from local residents. 

The noise walls has three different textures, 
some panels are exposed aggregate or 
plain concrete while some will be stained 
and coloured prior to the motorway’s 
official opening.

The southern noise walls vary in height, 
between two metres to five metres, and 
installation is expected to be completed by 
late November 2016.



freephone 0508 TUNNEL (88 66 35)
project website www.nzta.govt.nz/waterviewconnection

follow the project on facebook www.facebook.com/AliceTBM
watch videos on youtube www.youtube.com/wcnow

Contact us at info@wellconnected.co.nz if you would like to receive Project Updates by email

• Night time lane closures on Great North 
Road for works at the site access point and 
at the Great North Road interchange.

• Night time full closures on SH16 
eastbound between Patiki and St Lukes 
and westbound between St Lukes and 
Great North Road.

• Motorway night time full closure on  
SH20 between Maioro Street and 
Hillsborough interchange as part of  
the new widening projects.

• Closure to the footpath near Methuen 
Road and the Southern Approach Trench 
while our team build a new permanent 
footpath. The closure will occur for 
approximately four weeks before 
reopening in late October.

• To help you make smarter travel choices 
around Auckland or New Zealand register 
at NZ Transport agency’s onthemove.
govt.nz to receive notifications about 
your daily travel route. ON THE MOVE is 
a fully customisable service that provides 
information to travellers prior to their 
journey about road and driving conditions, 
incidents and road works taking place 
across New Zealand’s state highways. 

ROAD CLOSURES AND 
TRAFFIC CHANGES 
AROUND THE PROJECT

Thank you to all our readers that that 
took the time to complete our survey that 
was attached to the August 2016 Project 
Update. We appreciate your feedback and 
will incorporate it into our planning for our 
opening event(s) as well as to future projects.
A few key results received from the survey:
• 88% of people agreed or strongly 

agreed that they receive a good level 
of information from the WCA during 
the project and had the opportunity to 
comment on works that affected them.

• 96% of people agreed or strongly agreed 
that the information provided by the WCA 
was professionally presented and easy to 
understand.

• 93% of people agreed or strongly agreed 
that the WCA genuinely sought to work 
with the community during the project.

• 92% of people agreed or strongly agreed 
that the WCA is delivering an outstanding 
result for the Waterview Connection project.

60 people responded to our survey and all 
forms were put into a draw to be in with a 
chance to win two tickets to our opening 
event(s) in early 2017.
The two winners will be contacted directly 
during the third week of October 2016.

FINAL SURVEY 
RESULTS

WSP work pushes ahead
Our team working on the Waterview Shared 
Path continue to push ahead with construction 
at Alford Street Bridge. 
The bridge will stand approximately 16 metres 
high and 90 metres long over Oakley Creek 
(Te Auaunga). It is one of three bridges to be 
built on the walking and cycling shared path 
that will connect Waterview and Mt Albert as 
well as tie into the southwestern cycleway and 
northwestern and St Lukes cycleways.
Piling works for the eastern pier, abutment and a 
palisade wall is complete after a large 120 tonne 
crane was moved into our Unitec site compound 
to help close out this programme of work. 
“The piling team have achieved a great result 
on the eastern side with very challenging 
access, protected trees and archaeological sites 
as well as working around one of the largest 
transmission sewers in Auckland,” says Site 
Engineer Christian Nicklin. 
“Our civils team have just started earthworks. 
Our planning phase has been thorough so it’s 
exciting that now we can get stuck in.” 

Earthworks have started on the abutment and 
pier on the western side (Great North Road) 
side of Oakley Creek. The permanent piles in 
these areas will be cut down to formation before 
the permanent structure is built on top. 
Alford Street Bridge is expected to be open in 
early 2017 and will feature LED lighting within the 
handrail to softly illuminate the bridge at night. 

Piling on the eastern side of Oakley Creek

Drilling for permanent piling in difficult conditions

Soljak Place Bridge setback 
Work on Soljak Place Bridge for Waterview 
Shared Path has encountered a setback to our 
construction programme due to a large boulder 
field below ground level.
The boulder field is as deep as five metres 
and was discovered during drill testing on the 
northern side of the western rail line.
The size of the rocks has made it impossible for 
our machinery to drill in this area, consequently 
our team have not been able to establish any 
permanent piling or temporary staging.

Due to this setback our team has mobilised to 
other Shared Path areas to continue working – 
Alford Street Bridge and Phyllis Reserve. It will 
also mean that our construction programme for 
Soljak Place Bridge is setback by approximately 
two months and is expected to be completed by 
mid-2017.
Our design team is currently working through 
alternative bridge designs, with community 
stakeholders to be consulted prior to 
confirmation of a new design.


