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The NZ Transport Agency is partnering with Wellington City Council, Greater Wellington Regional
Council and Hutt City Council to provide a safe and efficient 12-kilometre walking and cycling route
between the Wellington CBD and Melling. The Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link
(W2HV Link) will also connect with other walking and cycling facilities such as the Petone Esplanade
and the Hutt River Trail.
The project has three sections:
1. Wellington CBD to Ngauranga section – a Wellington City Council project. This cycling facility
will run from Bunny Street along Thorndon Quay and Hutt Road to the Ngauranga
interchange. This section is jointly funded by the Urban Cycleways Fund, the National Land
Transport Fund and the Wellington City Council.
2. Ngauranga to Petone section – an NZ Transport Agency project. This is a shared off-road
path from the Ngauranga interchange to the Petone interchange. This section is jointly
funded by the NZ Transport Agency, the Wellington City Council and the Greater Wellington
Regional Council.
3. Petone to Melling section – an NZ Transport Agency project. This is an off-road cycle path
with shared path connections linking the Petone railway station to the Hutt River Trail. This
section is jointly funded by the Urban Cycleways Fund, the NZ Transport Agency and the
Hutt City Council.
The purpose of this public engagement was to inform key stakeholders and the community about
plans for the W2HV Link and to get feedback on the section of path running from Petone to Melling
along the rail corridor. Construction of this section is scheduled to begin in late 2017 or early 2018.
About 200 people participated in the five open days, talked with the project team and shared their
thoughts and ideas on how the project might be improved. We received 120 submissions between
26 April and 31 May. Submitters used the electronic form on our website, sent emails or submitted
a paper form at open days.
We heard from a good cross-section of the community including cycling and walking advocacy
groups, the Hutt Chamber of Business and Industry and many individual cyclists and motorists. The
submissions indicate strong interest and support for providing cyclists and pedestrians with a safe
connection between Wellington and the Hutt Valley.
Some of the key findings include:
– Seventy-one percent of submitters say the Wellington region will
significantly benefit from the path and another 23% think the Wellington region will benefit
somewhat. The benefits most frequently cited include:









a safer faster way to cycle between Hutt and Wellington
will attract families and other leisure cyclists
health benefits
more people will choose cycling for their commute
fewer vehicles on the road, less congestion
will attract tourism
provides an alternative route when roads are closed due to earthquakes and storms
will provide an important link to local paths and trails.

‘It connects Wellington to the Hutt Valley for both commuting and recreation. It will be hugely
utilised by people not wanting to drive / catch the train.’
A section of the path runs through the railway station carpark
and provides access to the northbound train platform. Fourteen percent ranked this part of the path
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as excellent, 41% ranked it as above average, 29% ranked it as average, 15% ranked it either below
average or poor.
Submitter comments focused on the potential for conflict in the car park between motorists, cyclists
and pedestrians. There were many suggestions for minimising conflicts.
‘Looks like a good idea and generally I support it, but I have reservations about pedestrians
crossing the cycle path to enter the railway station. To help mitigate the risks here, it would be
worth considering a raised pedestrian crossing, across the cycle path.’
– Most submitters were supportive of the bypass with 34% ranking it as excellent
and 35% ranking it as above average. Another 19% ranked it as average and 11% ranked it as below
average or poor.
‘Excellent way to avoid user conflict between highway traffic and bikes.’
– Two options were presented
for this connection, one along Bridge Street and the other under the Normandale overbridge.
Seventy percent of submitters preferred the route under the Normandale overbridge while 30%
preferred the Bridge Street option.
‘Any slight increase in distance is easily made up when compared to having to slow down and/or
stop at a road crossing. Also reduces the chance of objections from car drivers and/or residents
who fear their parking spots will be reduced.’
However, several submitters didn’t choose either option and instead favour extending the route
along the rail corridor.
‘Both options are a short section of route with multiple conflict points (conflict with pedestrians,
driveways, three road crossings). This introduces a very “weak link” – it will, in time, be possible
to ride without road or rail crossing 10 km from Wellington Station to Lower Hutt – including
two rail underpasses, one rail overpass, and two road underpasses. This is brilliant! It seems
bizarre for this premiere arterial route to end under a bridge and be “dumped” onto congested
suburban streets.’
– Submitters could select as many of the following
options as they liked: Planting, lighting, security and other. The results were:





88%
64%
60%
55%

lighting
plantings
other
security.

Among those selecting ‘other’, the most frequent suggestions were sweeping and path
maintenance. The poor condition of the current cycle path along SH2 was cited as a reason that
regular maintenance is important for safety and preventing punctures.
Other frequent suggestions included seating/rest areas, signage, drainage, artwork and
interpretation, access for maintenance and emergencies.
- There were a wide range of other comments and suggestions. Many of these
were requests to extend the path further north, add access points and provide greater connectivity
to roads, trails, reserves, train stations and neighbourhoods.
Safety concerns were also raised about high-speed cyclists sharing a path with pedestrians and
slower, leisure cyclists.
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The W2HV Link project team is analysing the feedback from this engagement and will look at
opportunities to incorporate some of the many suggestions to improve the path. We expect to
refine the design and begin construction on the Petone to Melling section in late 2017 or early
2018.
We plan to engage with the public again later in 2017 on the designs for the Ngauranga to Petone
section of the path and provide an update on the Petone to Melling section including how we have
responded to the feedback from this public engagement.
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The objectives of this public engagement were to:










identify and engage with affected members of the community
provide clear and concise information and communication
create a platform for honest and open communication
maximise participation in engagement and feedback
encourage active participation and collaborative input design process
ensure that feedback is adequately documented and fed back into the design process
receive maximum buy-in from stakeholders and the wider community
gain positive / balanced media coverage and
meet our obligations under the Resource Management Act 1991, the Land Transport Act
2003 and Local Government Act 2003.

This engagement was primarily focused on sharing the design for the Petone to Melling section of
the path. The main aims were to:





inform stakeholders about the design of the Petone to Melling section of the cycleway
get feedback on specific features of this section
obtain input on how the path could be made better
provide an update on the Ngauranga to Petone section of the path.

This public engagement is part of a series of opportunities to get feedback during key milestones of
this large and complex project.
The first engagement was held in 2014 to determine a preferred option for the Ngauranga to Petone
section of the path. Following that engagement, we announced the preferred option of a seaside
path. The preferred option was announced shortly after the Urban Cycleways Programme agreed to
contribute funds toward the construction of the CBD to Ngauranga section and the Melling to
Petone section.
The April/May 2017 engagement focused on getting feedback on the Petone to Melling section of
the path slated to start construction in late 2017 or early 2018.
Later in 2017 we will engage on the designs for the Ngauranga to Petone section prior to lodging
consents for the Ngauranga to Petone section. We’ll also use the opportunity to provide an update
on the construction plans for the Petone to Melling section. Once consent applications have been
lodged, there will be a formal RMA consultation.
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Public engagement requires a genuine commitment to communicate effectively with individuals and
groups, and it is fundamental to the success of a project. When done well, it can improve both the
quality of the project and the level of community buy-in to it.
This project has been based on the following engagement principles:









a commitment to open and honest communications with stakeholders and the wider
community
engagement is a genuine dialogue about a proposal not yet finalised
provide regular and relevant information on the project to inform affected parties and the
wider community, and minimise the risk of misinformation
allow sufficient time for engagement
provide opportunities for feedback
take into account the views received in the feedback
work to resolve any issues raised by stakeholders or members of the wider public in a
proactive, timely and appropriate manner and
the engagement approach must be flexible and adaptable to meet changing needs.

An informational briefing for local government officials was held on 21 April 2017, prior to the
public engagement being announced. The purpose of the briefing was to make officials aware of the
scope, nature and timing of the engagement and provide an opportunity to ask questions of the
project team.
Thirteen people attended including five from the Greater Wellington Regional Council, six from the
Hutt City Council and two from the Wellington City Council.
We also organised an information evening for the residents of Bridge Street who would be impacted
by option B linking the Parliament Street rail underpass to the Hutt River Trail. One resident
attended.

Open days
A series of five open days held between 29 April and 4 May provided an opportunity for the public
to meet and talk with members of the project team. A total of 199 people attended the open days at
the Dowse Art Museum and Asteron House.
Full details on the times and locations of the open days are included in the posters and flyers in
Appendix G.

Public engagement guide and display boards
A series of 10 display boards used a combination of text and graphics to explain various features of
the proposed path. As participants viewed the boards, the project team were on-hand to explain and
answer questions about the project.
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One thousand engagement guides were printed and made available to open day participants. They
were also placed in libraries and council service centres both before and during the consultation.
Both the display boards and engagement guide were published on our website so people could refer
to them while making a submission. They are included in the report in Appendices A and B.

Map and post-it notes
A long map of the project was available at the Dowse Art Gallery open days. Attendees were invited
to place post-it note comments and suggestions directly onto the maps. We received 45 comments
most of which focused on the section of the path going through the rail station car park, the Dowse
bypass and the rail underpass at Parliament Street. Input from post-it notes has been integrated into
the overall findings.

Advertising, poster and flyers
We promoted participation by advertising the open days in both Wellington and the Lower Hutt.
Posters and flyers we’re placed in cycle shops, council service centres and libraries. Flyers were also
placed on the wind screens of cars in the Petone and Melling rail station car parks the week of the
first open day. The poster and flyer are in Appendix G. The advertising schedule is below.

Submission form
The submission form was provided in both printed and electronic form. About 20 people used the
hard copy form to make submissions during the open days. The remaining submission forms were
made via the Survey Monkey form available on the website.
We received 36 emails to the project email address offering feedback on the project. These have
been treated as submissions and included in the analysis of feedback.

Video
A 3:30 minute video takes viewers on a virtual train ride on the part of the path that travels along
the rail corridor. The video includes pauses along the way with text pointing out important features.
We found this to be a particularly effective way of helping people experience how we anticipate the
path will look and feel when completed.
The video was played at the open days and posted on the website where it had more than 1,000
views over the course of the engagement period. The Facebook posting featuring the video was the
most popular post and generated the most social media activity.
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Website and electronic newsletter
Two electronic newsletters were sent to nearly 200 subscribers. The first on 19 April 2017
announced the public engagement and open day schedule. On 26 April we issued an update
announcing that public engagement was open and provided links to the engagement material
posted on the website.
Increases in web traffic roughly coincided with the promotion via the newsletters and media releases
with activity surges seen on 19 April and 26 April. Elevated activity can also be seen on the dates of
social media posts.
While most of the referrals were organic via Google, we also saw significant traffic generated from
Facebook, Stuff, Hutt City and Scoop. The most popular pages were the landing page and the
community engagement page.
The full web analytics are in Appendix I.

Media
Media statements were issued on two occasions and mirrored the dates and content of the
newsletter and website updates. On 19 April we issued a media advisory announcing the public
engagement and open day schedule. On 26 April we issued a media release announcing the public
engagement will run from 26 April to 31 May. The media release provided more detail on the
purpose of the engagement, where to find engagement materials and submission forms and
promoted attendance at open days.
The public engagement was covered by the Dominion Post, the Hutt News and Scoop. The Hutt
News also posted a link on their FaceBook page that generated a significant number of comments
and discussion.
The consultation was also mentioned in a 29 May 2017 Stuff story about two cyclists being injured
at a pinch point on SH2 north of Melling. The project was mentioned in the context of requests
made by cycling advocates to address this pinch point as part of the Petone to Melling section. This
news article generated a lot of discussion in the comment section.
Media statements are in Appendix E and media clips are in Appendix F.
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Social media
Until this public engagement, the project had not used social media as a channel to reach the
public. During this engagement, we tested the use of paid social media promotion on Facebook and
targeted users in the Hutt Valley and those with an interest in cycling.
We implemented a schedule of seven postings over the course of the engagement on both Twitter
and Facebook to promote the open days and encourage submissions and introduced a project
hashtag: #w2hvlink.
The table below summarises the reach of each post along with totals for the campaign. The 26 April
post announcing the engagement and the 16 May post promoting ‘a ride on our virtual train’
generated the most activity over the course of the campaign. Important ‘shares’ by the Hutt News,
Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Hutt City Council were instrumental in leveraging our
posts.

26/04/2017

19,049

247

1,471

28/04/2017

12,961

200

672

1/05/2017

9,100

121

306

3/05/2017

8,924

103

193

8/05/2017

8,967

80

308

16/05/2017

20,462

219

2326

24/05/2017

14,087

40

969

93,550

1,010

6,245

Campaign totals

The full social media analytics by post is in Appendix H.
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Several aspects of this engagement stood out as notable and should be considered when planning
future engagement activities for this project.
- This public engagement marks the first use of social media as an engagement
channel for this project. The high level of engagement (nearly 100,000 people reached) on
Facebook indicates that this is an excellent channel for reaching our target audience and we should
continue to invest in boosted postings for future engagement.
- Another notable component of this engagement was the fly-through video of the path along
the rail corridor that received more than 1,000 views during the engagement. It was also the most
popular social media post. A fly-through for the Ngauranga to Petone section of the path would
provide dramatic views of the seaward path and its features. A second video is recommended for
the next stage of consultation.
– While this venue offered high visibility and was convenient to commuters, there
were a few drawbacks. With no wifi available, attendees were unable to make online submissions
using NZTA iPads. There were also no trestle tables available to display the project maps. If we use
this venue again, consideration should be given to overcoming these drawbacks.
– Several people emailed that they were unable to find the submission form. The form,
located on the Community engagement tab, was not highly visible. It is recommended that the next
submission form be made more prominent and easy to find on the Community engagement page
and perhaps include link of the landing page throughout the engagement period.
– The briefing for local officials wasn’t well attended in part because it
was held during school holidays. For future briefings, we should ensure we provide ample notice,
send reminders and attempt to avoid school holidays and competing events.
- On the question about the connection from the Parliament rail underpass we
provided the choice of option A and option B. It was apparent from the comments that a number of
submitters preferred other ideas. In future, for these types of questions we should consider
providing additional options for ‘Other’ with an opportunity to explain their ideas and another for
‘No opinion’.
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This section summarises the feedback received on the submission forms, via email and from post-it
notes placed on the maps during the open days. It also incorporates feedback included in formal
submissions from stakeholder groups. Full submissions by stakeholder groups can be found in
Appendix D.

Submitters were asked ‘How do you think the path will benefit the Wellington region?’ They were
given the following four choices: not at all, a little, somewhat, significantly. Eighty people answered
this question and 70% selected ‘significantly’ and 24% selected ‘somewhat’. Seven percent indicated
the Wellington region would benefit ‘a little.’
Submitters were provided an opportunity to
explain their selection. The comments fell into the
following themes:










a safer faster way to cycle between Hutt
and Wellington
will attract families and other leisure
cyclists
health benefits
makes it more attractive to live in the Hutt
more people will choose cycling for their
commute
fewer vehicles on the road, less congestion
will attract tourism
provides an alternative route when roads are closed due to earthquakes and storms
will provide an important link to local paths and trails.

Some representative comments are below:
‘It will make cycling between the Hutt and Wellington a convenient and comfortable
connection option that will ensure significant uptake. Resulting in less pressure on our roads
and public transport + healthier people!’
‘The completion of the full cycleway will be a wonderful asset for Wellington and Hutt Valley
residents alike in connecting us around our beautiful harbour. For those of us who live in the
Hutt Valley and work in the city the cycleway and pedestrian options not only help us stay
fitter and engage with our surroundings but they also form an important part of getting
home from work in the event of a disaster.’
‘Many people would like to commute by bike but are afraid to. Being separate from traffic
will provide them with more options… The true benefits will be attained when the whole
section from Petone to the CBD is separate from motorised traffic.’
‘More people will have the confidence to cycle, which will mean a healthier, happier
population, better environmental outcomes and less congestion.’
‘This is a great piece of infrastructure that is well over due. It offers great connectivity for
other cycling infrastructure and will allow more people to access cycling in Wellington.’
‘Avoiding the Dowse interchange is great, but the full benefits won't be realised until the
Petone interchange is sorted.’
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We propose a 4m-wide shared path that will run from the Petone rail underpass to the Petone
railway station, then run along the edge of the car park and the northbound platform. Features
include changes to the car park layout, signs and markings for the path and additional lighting.
People were asked to rank the design for this section of the path using a scale of one to five stars
with one being poor and five being excellent. Eighty-five people answered this question.
Submitters were given the opportunity to comment on this part of the path. The three main themes
emerging from the comments include conflict, loss of car parks and the rail underpass.
– Most comments on this section of the path
concerned the potential for conflict between motorists,
cyclists and pedestrians. There were also numerous
suggestions on how to help mitigate conflict. The
comments below are representative of those we received.











Need to ensure that train passengers walking from
vehicles don't step in front of cyclists (small
barrier perhaps), also need to ensure that cars do
not encroach on path.
High potential for conflict between bike riders and
pedestrians, but acknowledge limited other
options. Will need clear delineation between
station platform and shared path, such as a step
down. I also question the need for the Petone
underpass to be a shared space, given it really only provides access to Weltec.
Good visibility and separation from car entry and exit points. There would need to be careful
consideration of pedestrian safety, particularly at peak commuter times and the speed at
which cyclists might approach the high traffic pedestrian areas of the station.
I am concerned about the part where the path passes parked vehicles on the same level. A
small barrier appears to be planned to prevent vehicles driving onto the path, but I feel there
needs to be some taller reminder to drivers so they don't spring out of their car and straight
across the track to catch an approaching train.
To reduce conflict further, the shared path may need clearer separation from the station
platform, such as by height, or using posts or furniture such as seats and planters. Consider
limiting the number of points where walkers can cross the shared path and mark them
clearly.
Looks like a good idea and generally I support it, but I have reservations about pedestrians
crossing the cycle path to enter the railway station. To help mitigate the risks here, it would
be worth considering a raised pedestrian crossing, across the cycle path.

- There were also a significant number of comments concerning the impact on car park
numbers. Several people opposed removal of car parks while others indicated that the plan balances
the needs of cyclists and commuters using the car park. The comments below are representative of
those we received:






The car park is already busy with people using public transport, so if you reduce the number
of parking spaces then more people will drive to the city.
Charge carpark users $2/day to pay for maintenance of carpark and cycle path.
It is good to see the carparks which need to be removed for the cycle path being replaced by
new ones off Mackenzie Ave.
Relocating the carparks to south of McKenzie Bridge seems reasonable.
Seems logical & does not intrude significantly to reduce space in the car park.
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- The following comments and safety concerns were submitted about the rail
underpass.











This looks good. However, I would recommend that shared paths are segregated in tunnels
and narrow underpasses if possible.
I think an underpass is a good idea, but you need to ensure it is safe, well-lit and
aesthetically pleasing.
Petone underpass. 60° change of direction is still a bit much. No visibility around the corner
on approach. Downhill so gaining speed and want to retain speed for uphill. At 60° a bike
may lean 30° to get around the corner and a rider 0.6m wide when vertical and 1.5m high
would then take up 1.35m width. I think the width would need to be about 6m with the 60°
change in direction. If the change in direction was only 30° then the lean would be much
smaller, visibility would be much better and maintaining the 4m width would be OK.
Use design / signage to encourage walkers to use existing underpass, allowing the new
underpass to permit safe riding at speed.
There are blind corners in the underpass.
Cyclists entering an underpass which has a sloping entrance with poor visibility can cause
injury to or near misses with other cyclists/pedestrians/runners using the underpass. Ideally
all parties should be able to have a good view of each other as they enter or leave the
underpass.
I wouldn’t use a tunnel. Creepy. Better to use existing footpath and overbridge to station.
The use of an underpass at Petone rather than an overbridge will have less visual impact
than a bridge.

This section of the path along the rail corridor allows southbound cyclists to access the path and
bypass the Dowse interchange.
People were asked to use a scale of one to five stars with one being poor and five being excellent to
rate the Dowse bypass. Seventy-seven people answered this question. The results are summarised in
the pie chart below:
Submitters were also provided an opportunity to explain their
ranking of the bypass. The comments have been summarised
under the four categories that emerged:
suggestions/concerns, access/connections, supportive and
oppose.
Suggestions/concerns








Create a park and bike-ride car park near the Petone
roundabout so people can drive down from the hills,
park and cycle into Wellington.
Clear and easy access for cyclists traveling
southbound on SH2.
Concern about bollards in close proximity to
cyclists/handlebars
Keen to see flexibility with the off motorway south-bound Dowse interchange where
motorway and path traffic joins.
Don't like the bollard separation and 1.5m would not afford the opportunity to pass. Would
probably not use if in a bunch, 2m would probably be OK for a bunch as long as there is no
overhanging vegetation.
Runs around plantings rather than cutting through them, which could be problematic
depending on how sharp the curves are.
For the southbound cycle bypass, I am concerned about how safely road cyclists travelling at
40km/hr can enter and exit the shared use zone of that section. Will there be ample room
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for competing path users to share the same space, or will the cycle bypass be separated
from the shared path?
How will cyclists heading north leave the shared path and exit on to Dowse Drive - an
important consideration as the path is two directional? You don't want cyclists riding up the
highway on-ramp from the south against the flow of traffic, but equally, cyclists are going to
be discouraged by turning sharply on to the highway off-ramp on the northern side and
trying to climb the ramp with no run up. Perhaps a separated cycle only on-off ramp could
be provided on the south side?
Visibility for cyclists exiting/entering SH2 will be really important. 3.5m is also not
particularly wide.
Need good non-slip surfaces when wet. Not too much paint and road furniture
Clear bike verses pedestrian delineation.

Connection/access points











Access to Alicetown/station village Hutt Road facilities.
Provide links onto the Dowse interchange to cater for those from Alicetown and Maungaraki.
An underpass for northbound cyclists under the Dowse interchange.
Is there any ability for cyclists coming from/going to the Dowse interchange to get on/off
the new cycle way?
Access points are key and also points to get across the motorway.
Access to Dowse drive for cyclists travelling north.
Provide a connection to cycleway at Dowse.
Clip-on access for hill residing bike users.
Access to cycle path for cyclists from Maungaraki.
Cyclists traveling in either direction must be able to leave cycle path and go up the
southbound off-ramp to continue to either Dowse Drive or Alicetown.

Supportive







Excellent way to avoid user conflict between highway traffic and bikes.
Great idea, provided it is implemented well with smooth transitions in road surface and
cornering, and clear sightlines to other riders already on the path.
Removing potential conflicts is a good idea.
Good design.
Avoids the need to cross over the onramp (and off ramp). A pity something can't be done at
the Petone overbridge, although the new cycleway will do away with this need.
Fives a safe option for cyclists at what is a highly hazardous area with merging traffic.

Oppose


We do not support the segregated path for southbound cyclists diverting off SH2 – this is
overkill.

We propose a 3.5m-wide cycle path that will run between the Petone railway station and the
Normandale overbridge. At this point, an underpass will link the path to the end of Parliament
Street. A 3.5m-wide shared path would connect the Parliament Street rail underpass to the Hutt
River Trail at Marsden Street.
Submitters were offered two options for this part of the route. Both options will reduce parking
spaces on Parliament Street alongside the underpass ramp.
Normandale Road overbridge connection – This option will upgrade an informal
pedestrian connection under the Normandale Road overbridge and cross Pharazyn Street and the
park to the Normandale Road intersection. From this point, the existing footpath along Bridge Street
will be widened through to Marsden Street. From there it will link to the existing Hutt River Trail.
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Bridge Street connection - This option travels along Bridge Street, widening the existing
shared footpath to 3m and creating a crossing at the intersection of Pharazyn and Bridge Streets.
From this point the path will cross the park to the intersection with Normandale Road and continue
along Bridge Street using the same alignment as Option A.
Of the 70 people who selected an option, 70% prefer Option A while 30% prefer Option B. The
feedback below includes input from emails and post-it notes placed on maps at open days.
Those who prefer Option A cited the following
reasons:

















fewer turning cars
short quiet road
keeps parking on Bridge Street
better sightlines for motorists, cyclist
and pedestrian at Pharazyn Street
less traffic
more logical
safer and more scenic
avoids conflict at intersection
no conflict with driveways and parked
vehicles
fewer road crossings
will make area safer
avoids cars/driveways/pedestrians on Bridge St and makes for a much safer crossing point
on Pharazyn Street
less disruption for Bridge Street residents
less traffic
option B is too narrow
option B is busy area.

Below are some representative comments, questions and suggestions.
‘I prefer Option A as it will minimise exposure to driveway traffic. The access to the current
ramp between Normandale Road and Bridge Street is difficult because there is no way to get
off the road and onto the top of the ramp as there is a high curb. There needs to be a
crossing ramp made in the curb of the Normandale Bridge. And a sign on the bridge saying
watch out for cyclists. The ramp itself is narrow and the corners should be widened…The
crossings of Pharazyn Street and Marsden Streets should be cyclist priority as these are
dangerous high use roads where cyclists are abused for using the roads. The route along
Bridge Street from Normandale Road to Marsden Street needs to be widened and
obstructions such as light poles removed as is been done for Hutt Road access to Wellington.
There also needs to be signs to alert the traffic to and from the businesses in this stretch to
give way to cyclists.’
‘The off road option A under the Normandale Bridge is preferable. The Bridge St option looks
like a poor quality shared path, and creates transition problems if it's only on one side of the
road.’
‘Are you providing access to path at Normandale overbridge from SH2?’
‘How will the exclusive use of this part of the route by cyclist by managed/policed?’
‘Provision needs to be made for southbound riders on SH2 to join the cycleway at Parliament
Street.’
‘Natural desire line for cyclists (along SH2) so alternative under Normandale has to be
excellent.’
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Those who prefer Option B cited the following reasons:






more direct
safer and more public
separate
lose less parking
Pharazyn St crossing seems safer.

Several submitters commented they didn’t prefer Option A or B but rather a more direct route than
offered by either option.
‘I notice the dogleg to gain the river trail from Normandale Overbridge. Is a more direct
route possible, along the rail corridor perhaps?’
‘We’d like to see the Petone to Melling route clearly integrated into the designs of the
RiverLink project.’

People were asked what features they’d like to see along the rail corridor and allowed to select from
among: plantings, lighting, security, other (asked to specify). They could choose as many features
as they liked. Fifty people chose to answer this question.





88%
64%
60%
55%

lighting
plantings
other
security.

Cleaning, sweeping and path maintenance were the most frequently mentioned amenities among
those who selected ‘other’. Other suggestions include:
























seating
drinking fountains
shade
signage
drainage
artwork and interpretation
access for maintenance and emergencies
design features
signs to tell you what restaurants/supermarkets/accommodation are available nearby
smooth surface
clear markings/signage to remind pedestrians and cyclists to keep left, and with a number
to call for maintenance issues
direction signage
bike parks
secure bike pump & fix-it area
way finding and maps
historical info, including Māori aspects
bike racks at railway station
needs to be usable after dark
not slip surface
increased width
'milestones' - eg in the French mountains there is a sign every 250m showing the rider how
far they have come, the gradient in the next 250m and altitude etc.
manage plantings - over time they can easily grow in to cycle path
good lighting and cameras for security.
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Below is a word cloud generated by the comments people made about the amenities they would like
along the path.

This section includes feedback we received from emails and from the section of the submission
form that asks ‘Is there anything else you want to tell us about the Petone to Melling section?’
When feedback clearly referred to a specific aspect of the path, we have included it in that section of
report. What follows are the remaining comments some of which refer to topics outside the scope of
this engagement.

The following is a summary of the other comments, questions and suggestions that were submitted:
Suggestions











Establish a high-level steering committee, including senior inter-agency representation and
stakeholders.
Create feeder routes at Petone and Dowse.
Improve the path from Petone roundabout to the south end of the proposed path.
Add a park and ride facility at Petone to encourage more cycling.
Cyclists using the Petone to Melling route to access Lower Hutt will cross the river using
Railway Ave bridge. Cycle lanes here need to be improved.
Add colour like Auckland ‘pink path’.
Mention that the path is part of the Great Harbour Way.
Ensure adequate sound-proofing to reduce traffic noise.
Cyclists, not motorists, should pay for cycleway.
Cyclists should be required to use cycleway and stay off of SH2.
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Some form of temporary barrier is required on the hard shoulder between the Petone.
overbridge and the existing separated path.
Provide better cycle storage and infrastructure at the railway stations.
There is no shoulder north bound from Melling to a point some distance north of KennedyGood Bridge. Ideally, a high speed cycle path would be provided alongside this section to
remove all cyclists, including fast pelotons, from this section of SH 2.
Extend the W2HV link to the Kennedy Good Bridge.
Ensure cyclists are separated from motorists even in car parks.
Ensure the path is sufficient to enable cycling a 30km/h in most sections.
Extend the existing path from Korokoro Road through Percy Scenic reserve to provide access
to Maungaraki.
The planned route does not extend far enough into the Melling area and should offer better
routes to commuters to get to the surrounding area.
Focus, least noisy route, above ground, avoid cars, use raised overbridges, rather than
subways (subways are creepy and flood-prone).
A bike repair station and bike parking at Petone Station would be great. This facility should
be safe, secure and covered.
Ensure there is plenty of room at all the areas where users can enter the sections. We want
cyclists, runners and walkers of all speeds to use the path, so make sure there are no
bottlenecks.
Signage to/from Waterloo railway station through the city centre from the Melling end of the
cycleway.
Clear signage from SH2 to direct cyclists to the cycleway.
For commuters coming from the north, it will be necessary to leave SH2 at Melling, travel
along the river bank, drop down to cross Marsden Street, then cross Pharazyn street, and
make a sharp turn to go under the railway line. A good connection to the path as part of the
Dowse by-pass would be a possible solution or perhaps a connection immediately south of
the proposed railway underpass adjacent to the Normandale bridge.
For commuters travelling north, the current design offers no good way to avoid, the tortuous
route via the river bank, although a linkage at Dowse would be better than the proposed
river bank route. Extending the path along the rail corridor to Melling would be the ideal
option. I would like to recommend you consider options for extending the path along the rail
corridor to Melling, and integrating the path with the proposed Melling interchange. This
should allow cyclists travelling in either direction on SH 2 to safely negotiate the Melling
interchange and move between SH2 and the Petone to Melling path. A further issue you
might consider is how cyclists continue north on SH2.
In the CBD area I would like to see better segregation of bikes away from traffic and would
prefer that the route goes via Aotea Quay rather than the Hutt Road and Thorndon Quay.
Design the overall project in such a way that elements such as intermediate access can be
retrofitted later - consider propensity to cycle modelling.
Build to allow future on/off access to Korokoro Crescent (or put it in current scope) as we
need to include more residents (including hill residents with e-bikes) in the catchment for
this facility.
Extend the W2HV Link to the Kennedy Good Bridge at Kelson/Avalon.
The existing river trail on the true right (west) bank of the Hutt River needs to be improved
linked with the proposed W2HV route.

Questions







Will the barriers between the cycleway and road be of a standard height?
Is work being coordinated with RiverLink project?
If the Melling station is relocated as part of RiverLink, will that allow the cycleway to be
wider?
How will the ‘cycle only’ section of the route be managed/policed?
Is there any way for people to get on and off at points other than start and finish? Could
something be done?
How to you propose to manage cyclists who are cycling at speed for recreation?

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

June 2017

20

Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link



My biggest concern for the cycleway would be addressing the confusion between getting
from the CBD to the railway station and then to the bottom of Ngauranga. Could this be
improved by putting a cycleway all the way along the waterfront/Aotea Quay to the
Interislander junction?

Comments


























Doesn’t cater to fast road cyclists who will continue to use SH2.
Many cyclists ride 30-40km/h so ensure it is designed for all cyclists, and that the current
wide shoulders on SH2 are not reduced.
Having the path on the north side of the railway line limits connections with the Hutt/Petone
urban area.
Provide good visibility and safe connections to the Esplanade, Jackson St, the Hutt Road, and
to SH2. All the benefits will be lost if these connections are confusing, narrow, or otherwise
compromised.
There is poor connectivity to the roading network at the north end of the project.
The most recent information does not mention a narrow section alongside the railway
runaway siding where space was limited. Perhaps this section is now wider.
Feedback to Hutt Council re: no seating on Hutt Trail for families for picnics whilst cycling.
Cycling in Wellington CBD is poor. Prevents more people using cycling to commute to work
once in Wellington.
Hutt City Council is currently consulting on their 'RiverLink' project, and may consider
moving Melling station / making improvements to the city-side of the Hutt River. Those
decisions should also feed into this cycleway, ensuring it is future proof and able to be
extended / duplicated on the other side of the Hutt River.
Shared paths need separate lanes for cyclists and pedestrians especially in tunnels
Sign to indicate when cycleway is closed. Proper signage on SH2 to indicate when cyclists are
required to give way to traffic approaching from behind eg BP station, Horokiwi turnoff
This has the potential to be as popular as the Otago rail trail.
5m is too wide, 4m is better and can accommodate rest areas, art, plantings.

If rail is realigned, consider SH2 capacity improvements between Korokoro and Ngauranga.
Rail track alignment allows multiple benefits to be realised, rather than this just being a
cycling project.
The inside option provides better protection from adverse weather and is less
environmentally invasive.
Making this section cyclist only would allow for those cycling for transport and those cycling
for fitness (usually at higher speeds) to stay out of each other’s way.
Are there any plans for designated fishing areas, that could possibly have some benches to
sit on, and a rubbish bin for any litter? A bait/chopping board would be a great option too.
I would consider the link between Petone and Ngauranga most important. This is the very
unpleasant part for any commuter between Wellington and Lower Hutt. Solve the important
backbone first, before doing the easier bits.
My family of four support the Petone to Wellington shared walkway/cycle way. We walk, run
and cycle. We've never encountered conflict between these three groups and think a 4m wide
trail will be perfect.
Penguin habitat in seawall.
I oppose ‘reclamation’ of the harbour, i.e., the dumping of soil and rocks into it, to make a
shared walking/cycling path. Te Whanganui a Tara has been subject to so much dumping of
soil, rock and rubble, all of which detract permanently from its natural character, and disrupt
the natural functioning of the marine ecosystem.
Please start the project with a marine survey of the foreshore. I would expect to see a
significant ecosystem of fish etc. associated with the present foreshore. It is my view that to
begin the project a separate reef should be formed a suitable distance from the present
foreshore. This would allow an ecosystem to develop on the new reef and to provide a
suitable escape for fish from the existing foreshore.
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Submission from Living Streets Aotearoa on
the Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

Contact person:

Mike Mellor

Date:

30 May 2017

Submission
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on this important project.
1. Petone to Melling Section We support the proposals, with the following amendments:
a. The trees along the current shared path along Hutt Road at Petone (the path is marked
incorrectly on the top map on p5 of the Public Engagement Guide as “Existing footpath”),
not marked on the map, should be retained but trimmed to provide adequate width.
North of the proposed subway the shared path should revert to being a footpath (not
shared).
b. The map on p2 includes Belmont Park Trails as a W2HV Link Connection, but no
connection is shown or referred to elsewhere in the document. The Dowse to Petone
project severed the link between Hutt Road and the park, and we submit that it should
be reinstated by providing a shared path across the Mackenzie Avenue overbridge. At its
eastern end this would also provide a shorter walking/cycling link between Petone
Station and the park, and also a link between Petone station and Weltec, a short
distance but very difficult if not in a vehicle.
c. We are concerned about the proximity of the shared path to the northbound (up)
platform at Petone station, with risks for passengers, particularly those alighting from
trains, having to cross a path along which cyclists may be travelling at speed. This needs
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to be addressed. We also suggest that the geometry of a ramp between the shared path
and the platform should be such that cyclists have to dismount, so that cycling on the
platform is discouraged.
d. We prefer Option A (Normandale Road overbridge connection) over Option B (Bridge St
connection), but we do not support converting the footpath along Bridge St (described
incorrectly in Option B as being currently a “shared footpath” – it is a footpath, not
shared) into a shared path. Despite Option A having “no conflict with driveways” as one
of its benefits, both options include turning the footpath along Bridge St into a shared
path, creating such conflicts. There are number of vehicle and pedestrian accesses along
this stretch of road, and we submit that there would be significant risks presented both
to people entering/leaving those premises (particularly on foot), and to cyclists on the
path (particularly from conflicts with vehicles). We submit that other options along here
need to be explored, such as on-road cycle lanes.
2. Ngauranga to Petone section
a. We support the updated proposals, including straightening the railway line to remove
the current speed restrictions, but we would like clarification of what “SH2 efficiency
improvements” means. We do not support increasing road capacity on this section: any
increases in travel demand should be accommodated by methods that do not induce
vehicle demand. Such measures could include better provision for public transport (both
road and rail – the latter will be helped by the proposed straightening) and travel
demand management. Connections to Belmont Regional Park (see 1.b above) as well as
to Petone station and the Hutt River should be created.
b. In the blue box on p7, “connected” should mean connected to other pedestrian links as
well as to cycle/public transport networks.
3. General points
a. We find the terminology used to describe pedestrian and cycle facilities less than clear,
and their depiction on the maps to be inconsistent. For instance, the terms “cycleway”,
“cycle path”, “walking and cycling shared path”, “shared footpath”, “shared path”,
“path”, “footpath”, “cycling path”, “pedestrian path” are all used in the Public
Engagement Guide (and elsewhere in NZTA documentation and signage), apparently
fairly indiscriminately, to describe facilities for pedestrians or cyclists or both. This is
particularly noticeable and misleading when a shared path is described as a “footpath”
(along Hutt Rd, top map on p5), when a stretch is described as both a “footpath” and a
“shared path” (Bridge St, on p6), and when a shared path is described as a “cycle path”
or “cycleway” (see for example https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/wellingtonto-hutt-valley-walking-and-cycling-link/ngauranga-underpass-cycle-path-improvementsoct-dec-2016.pdf). We suggest that consistently using terms like “footpath” for a
pedestrian-only facility, “cycleway” for cyclists only, and “shared path” for use by both,
would add clarity and help improve communication.
b. This consistency should also include mapping: for instance, it is not easy to work out
from the map on p4 which stretches are shared paths and which are cycleways; nor on
p5, where both the shared path and footpath are uncoloured on the top map but on the
bottom one the shared path is orange, the cycleway uncoloured; and on p6 where green
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on the top map indicates a cycleway, on the bottom map a shared path, and with no
orange in sight.
c. Showing a North point on the maps would also help. Oddly, three of the four maps that
have north at the top include a North point, but it’s missing from both the maps that are
not so aligned. A scale, absent from all the maps, would also be helpful.
4. The condition of the current Ngauranga-Petone shared path
There are issues with the current path between Ngauranga and Petone that need to be addressed:
a. While signage at the Ngauranga end shows that it is a shared path, at the Petone end
there is just cycling signage. This appears to have confused the author of the Public
Engagement Guide, which says that “a path for pedestrians currently does not exist”. It
does, but it is grossly substandard.
b. At other places along Hutt Rd and its on-ramps the shoulder/cycle lane is delineated by
rumble strips or wands, but at the Petone end there is no such protection for pedestrians
and cyclists. To provide a measure of protection we suggest that the wands along the
cycle lane on the on-ramp bridge over the railway line be continued south to the start of
the separate shared path.
c. This exposed stretch of shoulder/path is made even less safe by untrimmed vegetation
forcing pedestrians and cyclists closer to the fast-moving vehicular traffic, and this needs
maintaining on a regular basis.
d. The fence between the shared path and the railway line is in dreadful condition, in many
places held up by what is said (by decades-old signs) to be a 3kV power cable along the
top rail, in other places rotted away, replaced by temporary orange fencing, or
completely absent. There are (old and faded) signs prohibiting trespass on the railway,
but the state of the fence indicates that those responsible don’t actually care.
If there is an opportunity, we would like to be heard in support of this submission.

About Living Streets
Living Streets Aotearoa is New Zealand’s national walking and pedestrian organisation, providing a
positive voice for people on foot and working to promote walking friendly planning and
development around the country. Our vision is “More people choosing to walk more often and
enjoying public places”.
The objectives of Living Streets Aotearoa are:





to promote walking as a healthy, environmentally-friendly and universal means of transport and
recreation
to promote the social and economic benefits of pedestrian-friendly communities
to work for improved access and conditions for walkers, pedestrians and runners including walking
surfaces, traffic flows, speed and safety
to advocate for greater representation of pedestrian concerns in national, regional and urban land
use and transport planning.

For more information, please see www.livingstreets.org.nz.
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Comments to NZTA on the May 2017 Consultation on the Petone to Melling Cycleway
Summary
The proposed Petone to Melling cycle path is a welcome and bold step forward in the development of a
world-class “Welly to Melly” cycle corridor.
We recommend:
• Urgent establishment of a high-level steering committee, including senior inter-agency representation
and stakeholders, to: o improve planning and delivery of an “end-to-end vision” for cycling between
Wellington and Hutt Cities
o establish a process for periodic review during detailed planning – early “trouble-shooting” between
NZTA and cyclists will make for a more robust outcome
• Proceed with the proposed P2M cycleway with the following alterations: o Design features to improve
linkages with feeder routes at Petone and Dowse
o Improving “weak-link” sections at either end of the proposed path to stop the path becoming an
under-utilised “middle span of a bridge with no ends”:
o Extending the P2M path along the rail corridor from Normandale to Melling Station as part of the
current project (rather than waiting for Melling Flood works)
o Improvements in the “path” from the Petone roundabout to the south end of the proposed pathway.
This should be addressed even as an interim prior to P2G works.
o Improved trip-end facilities near the Petone foreshore, including a Park-and-bike-ride car park as part
of the P2G developments and public toilets
We request the opportunity to discuss this submission with you in person.
Who are We? - The Hutt Cycle Network is a network of people in the Hutt Valley promoting cycling as a
viable option for transport. We work with councils to advocate for improved coordination and infrastructure.
The Big Picture - We are all roughly on the same page! We all want to create an “arterial” route for cyclists
between the Hutt Valley and Wellington.
Most of these cyclists will be commuters – they should be the main “target group”. Other users should not
be excluded – although measures aimed at other users (recreational cyclists and pedestrians) that dilute the
value to commuter cyclists will have a negative impact on the overall return on investment from this route.
Currently, we estimate over 40,000 people commute through this corridor each way each day (car, train, bus,
bike). Currently around 300 – 400 cycle (less than 1%). Achieving a mode share as little as 3 – 4% could
potentially see close to 2,000 cyclists using this route each day. This will have measurable impacts on public
health, on congestion, and on parking pressure in Wellington.
Construction of a “Welly to Melly cycle corridor” is a no-brainer. It will also be easy to get wrong.
Getting There
This is a large and complex undertaking, involving:
•

Construction of around 10 kms of complex infrastructure, involving extensive reclamation, and
integration with motorway and rail corridor infrastructure;

•

Integration with cycle distributor networks – most which are still at the conceptual stage;

•

Significant change to entrenched patterns of behaviour amongst commuters; and

•

On-going infrastructure maintenance and promotional requirements.

Implementation of this vision is held variously across 5 agencies (NZTA, WCC, HCC, GWRC and Kiwirail).
Several sections of the corridor are “add-ons” to other large projects for which cycling is an adjunct (eg P2G,

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

June 2017

44

Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

Melling Floodworks) and for which the vision for the cycle corridor is a low priority (if at all). Feeder routes in
the Hutt Valley, which will be essential to increased cycle uptake, are not in HCC’s currently cycling strategy.
Currently, planning and implementation is happening with coordination at lower levels within these
organisations, without commitment from senior levels, and without any agreement or documentation
around vision and each agency’s expected contribution.
There is currently no agreement about:
•

Timing over various stages of the project to maximise update and maintain safety;

•

Levels of service provision on each section of the route;

•

Whether this route is in addition to, or an alternative to, SH2 (ie will the P2G interchange accommodate
cyclists);

•

Who will be responsible for on-going maintenance for each section – and what will the maintenance
standard be;

•

Trip-end facilities at various points along the route;

•

Signage, or

•

Even what it will be called.

The current approach is, sadly, a recipe for an uncoordinated implementation and significant underutilisation
as a result – reducing the benefits to health, congestion and the environment.
We urgently need improved governance over the whole Wellington to Hutt Valley cycle route, including:
•

Some form of Memorandum of Understanding with high level sign-off, outlining the visions and each
agency’s contribution;

•

An Interagency steering committee, with a coordination and monitoring function. Stakeholder should be
included on this group as observers; and

•

A process for on-going “kicking the tyres” as detailed design progresses.

Petone to Melling – What’s the Objective?
This is part of an “arterial route” from the mid-Hutt Valley to Wellington. Being largely locked between the
railway line and the motorway, it’s inaccessibility to local suburbs through which it passes (on the eastern
hills or Petone/Alicetown) means it will be of lesser benefit to “cross-valley” travel.
It is not a particularly “attractive” route – it is sandwiched between a railway line and a motorway.
Recreational riders, not concerned about where they are going to, are likely to ride the river trail.
This route is therefore likely to be principally used by commuter cyclists from central Hutt, further north and
the Western Hills, wanting to ride into Wellington.
It will be of greatest value to the large cohort of people who would like to ride – but would feel unsafe on
SH2. The magnitude of this cohort is represented in Wellington City Council data:
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This is a reasonable ride – a minimum of 10 kms. Key objectives for this cohort of cyclists would be:
•

A direct route – when you’re doing each way, every day, you just want to get there;

•

An unobstructed ride – you want to get on with it – frequent “weak links” or conflicts will be significantly
detrimental.

What to do now?
For this largest potential group of users, P2M is just one span of the “bridge”. If other “spans of the bridges
are not robust – even in the interim – the use of this section will be significantly reduced and potentially
reduce enthusiasm for on-going implementation of the “Welly to Melly” corridor.
In particular:
•

The southern end (Petone): The current “path” from the Petone roundabout to the southern end of this
project is appalling – featuring a narrow path with trees planted down the middle. It is simply ridiculous.

•

The northern end (Normandale): The proposed options through Bridge street assume that commuters
will be coming down the river trail. They do not. They funnel through the Melling interchange from many
directions – and the “dog leg” along the river trail will be a material diversion. For current users, staying
on SH2 will be preferred. For the large group of new users we would all like to attract to commuter
cycling, P2M alone will be insufficient to overcome the “not-yet-fixed” other sections of the route
(particularly P2N)

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

June 2017

46

Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

Our concern is that – despite good intent – P2M as planned will fail to attract use, and this will be used as a
reason to reduce investment on other sections of this arterial corridor. Are we setting ourselves up to fail in
the long term?
We therefore recommend:
•

Improving the link from the Petone roundabout north be included in the current project – even though
this will again be reshaped for to P2G.

•

Immediately progressing plans to continue the route north along the rail corridor from Normandale. This
requires land acquisition – which will take time – and therefore may not be able to be completed if P2M
if commenced soon. But this is a critical link – both for now, and in the future with the Melling flood
works – so should proceed forthwith.

Specific Suggestions along P2M The path around Petone Station:
•

The rail underpass should be cyclist only. Alternative provision for pedestrians (eg through the existing
station underpass) will avoid nasty conflict with cyclists increasing speed

•

descending into the underpass.

•

The underpass will be prone to flooding. What mitigation strategies will be in place for this?

•

We recommend using good design, rather than unenforceable speed limits, to reduce cycle-pedestrian
conflict around the Station car park

•

For people from the west end of Petone wanting to go north, getting onto the path as far north on the
Hutt Rd (ie as close to Jackson St) as possible is important. Doing a U-turn out of the underpass and
heading back towards Jackson St should be facilitated.

•

For cyclists from Korokoro, entry into the cycle path both north and south bound from the Mackenzie
Ave overbridge to the station carpark should be safe and will signposted.

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

June 2017

47

Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

Trip -end Facilitates in Petone:
Current secure and short-term cycle parking at Petone Station is inadequate. This cycle path will lead to an
increase in demand for this for people cycling to Petone Station. We realise this is the responsibility of GWRC
– which is why better coordination between agencies is critical to the success of this project.
• A “park and bike-ride car park” near the Petone roundabout (eg configured in with P2G) would add
significant advantage: o Potential cyclists from the Western Hills, put off by the steep return climb, could
drive, park, and bike into Wellington.
•

Likewise, cyclists from further away (Upper Hutt or Wainuiomata) who would not do a 30 km commute,
may well be happy to drive, park, and ride 10 km – especially if it excludes the most congested part of
the trip for motorists.

•

We would estimate significant demand for such a service – particularly if well promoted, and with good
CCTV security of the car park. It would only take 1 in 200 current non-cycling commuters to do this, to
require 200 car parks. There is a risk that cyclists will otherwise use the existing park-and-ride facilities at
Petone Station - putting further pressure on this already cramped resource.

•

Toilet facilities: it is a long way from Hutt to Wellington for older bladders! Toilet facilities at Petone
Station are only open at limited times (and would require cutting back to Petone station). Toilets close to
the beach (in conjunction with the Park-And-Bike-Ride car park) would be of value for cyclists, and also
pedestrians.

Dowse:
We do not support the segregated path for southbound cyclists diverting off SH2– this is “overkill”. The
diversion around the Dowse interchange is essential – but given cycle flows will largely be tidal, cyclists
coming off SH2 Southbound should merge easily with cyclists already on the path. A wider path without
division is likely to be safer, and will also make it easier for cyclists to stay on the path rather than returning
to SH2.
• It must also be possible for: o Cyclists from either Dowse drive or Alicetown, to go down the southbound
on-ramp to SH2, and join the cycle path heading either north or south
•

Cyclists on the cycle path from either direction to leave the cycle path and go up the southbound offramp, to continue to either Dowse Drive or Alicetown.
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Normandale:
Both links from the P2M cycle path to the river are sub-optimal: They confuse different cohorts of cyclists –
most cyclists on the P2M path will be commuters for whom joining the river trail will not be a direct route.
Both options are a short section of route with multiple conflict points (conflict with pedestrians, driveways, 3
road crossings). This introduces a very “weak link” – it will, in time, be possible to ride without road or rail
crossing 10 km from Wellington Station to Lower Hutt – including 2 rail underpasses, one rail overpass, and 2
road underpasses. This is brilliant! It seems bizarre for this premiere arterial route to end under a bridge and
be “dumped” onto congested suburban streets.
We are ambivalent about either route – both are bad – although would favour option A if a choice must be
made - and see them as interim to the path continuing up the rail corridor to Pharazyn St, and to connect
with the planned bridge across the Hutt River from Margaret St. Integration of this route into the RiverLink
scheme needs to be explicit. Currently, the RiverLink scheme does not distinguish between the needs of
commuter (heading to Wellington or the Hutt CBD) and recreational cyclists (largely going up and down the
river). Further, the P2M link is not explicit in RiverLink planning.
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The Hutt Valley Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc has reviewed the material available for
public comment and feedback relative to the Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link
(W2HV Link).
The Chamber is generally supportive of the establishment of the W2HV Link as providing a great
amenity for public use and enjoyment.
This is a major infrastructural project and we would not like to see the opportunity missed, relative
to the design and establishment of the Korokoro to Ngauranga section of the W2HV Link, in
addressing the currently existing SH2 safety, efficiency and capacity limitations. Irrespective of the
establishment of the Grenada to Petone link road, with its intended easing of traffic volumes on the
Petone to Ngauranga portion of SH2, we still believe this section of SH2 needs addressing relative to
the above referred limitations. The envisaged straightening of the Railway Line in the Korokoro area
will likely provide a greater margin between the Railway Line and the existing SH2 taking away the
existing pinch point to the establishment of a third SH2 lane southward (assuming the incorporation
of the Existing Cycling lane). Should there be a more extensive need to raise the level or realign the
railway tracks between Korokoro and Ngauranga then we would suggest consideration be given to
more extensive SH2 capacity improvements.
The Chamber is keen to provide input on any further refinements to the W2HV Link proposal and
provide oral submissions in support of our position.
Regards

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY

June 2017

53

Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

19 Apr 2017 09:17 am | NZ Transport Agency: Central region
The NZ Transport Agency is asking for public feedback on the Petone to Melling section of the
Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link.
From 26 April to 31 May 2017, as well as having the opportunity to provide feedback, the
community can also learn how we are progressing on the Ngauranga to Petone section of the path.
Public open days are being held in late April and early May where people can speak to members of
the project team about the proposals.

10am-3pm, Dowse Art Museum, 45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt

Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington

8am-10am, Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington

8am-10am, Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington

4-7pm, Dowse Art Museum, 45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt
For those who can’t make the open days, project information and submission forms will be available
on our website here from 26 April 2017.
Public engagement guides and submission forms will also be available at Hutt City and Wellington
City libraries and council service centres.
The NZ Transport Agency works to create transport solutions for all New Zealanders – from helping
new drivers earn their licences, to leading safety campaigns to investing in public transport, state
highways and local roads.
ENDS
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26 Apr 2017 02:05 pm | NZ Transport Agency
The NZ Transport Agency is asking for public feedback on the Petone to Melling section of the
Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link.
The Petone to Melling section of the Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link (W2HV Link)
is one of three that will make up the new path. When the whole project is complete, it will run from
near Wellington’s railway station to the Hutt River Trail, and will connect with regional walking and
cycling paths.
The Petone to Melling and Ngauranga to Petone sections are being delivered by the NZ Transport
Agency. The Wellington CBD to Ngauranga section is being delivered by the Wellington City Council.
“A two-way, off-road cycling path that follows the rail corridor will provide a safe route for cyclists
and people walking between Petone railway station and the Hutt River Trail. The path is designed to
mesh seamlessly with the Ngauranga to Petone section when it is built. Safety features will include
lighting, fencing and security cameras,” says Neil Walker, Highway Manager, NZ Transport Agency.
“We want the community to help inform the final route and design of the Petone to Melling section
of the path to make sure we get it right and will be holding public open days in late April and early
May. We’ll also have an update on the investigations and designs so far for the Ngauranga to Petone
component and plan to consult on more detailed designs for this section at the end of this year,” Mr
Walker says.
Key elements of the Petone to Melling section include:





rail underpasses at Petone and Parliament Street (near the Normandale overbridge)
a well-marked route through the Petone railway station car park
a cycle bypass for southbound cyclists at the Dowse interchange
a connection to the existing Hutt River Trail.

Since announcing the preferred option of a seaward walking and cycling path in late 2015,
additional work has been undertaken on the Ngauranga to Petone section. Key features being
investigated include:








a five metre-wide shared path from the Ngauranga interchange to the Petone interchange
varying the overall width of the seawall according to the nature of the coastline
widening the reclamation at three locations to allow the railway tracks to be straightened
and for future improvements to State Highway 2
rest areas with bike stands, seating, shade, shelter and artwork
resilience features to prevent storm damage and protect from future sea level rise
a new walking and cycling bridge just north of the Ngauranga interchange to link to the
Wellington CBD section
a connection with the existing shared path between the Petone interchange and Hutt Road.

“The W2HV Link will be a great asset for residents of both Hutt City and Wellington City. The path
will also tie in well with the RiverLink project’s aims to revitalise the Hutt City Centre, improve flood
protection and address transport issues,” says Hutt City Mayor Ray Wallace.
The NZ Transport Agency will undertake public engagement until 31 May 2017. Open days are
scheduled from 29 April to 4 May in both Lower Hutt and Wellington.
Saturday 29 April 2017, 10am-3pm, Dowse Art Museum, 45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt
Tuesday 2 May 2017, 8am-10am, Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington
Wednesday 3 May 2017, 8am-10am, Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington
Thursday 4 May 2017, 8am-10am, Asteron Centre, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington
Thursday 4 May 2017, 4-7pm, Dowse Art Museum, 45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt
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“We encourage anyone interested in the future of the Wellington region’s network of walking and
cycling paths to come and learn more about our plans and to share their ideas on how we can
improve them. The Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link will be a huge step forward
for safer cycling, more connected communities and greater resilience in events such as storms and
earthquakes,” says Neil Walker.
For those who can’t make the open days, project information and submission forms are now
available on our project page.
Public engagement guides and submission forms will also be available at Hutt City and Wellington
City libraries and council service centres.
ENDS
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A safer route for cyclists has been talked about for decades and it finally appears to be coming a little closer to reality.

Feedback wanted on cycle/walking trail between Wellington and Lower
Hutt
NICHOLAS BOYACK
Last updated 09:37, May 15 2017



Supplied artist's impression, Gr

Cyclists could one day ride on reclaimed land between Wellington and Lower Hutt.

The NZ Transport Agency is asking for feedback on the Petone to Melling section of the Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking
and Cycling Link.
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Known as the “Cycling Mum” Jo Clendon hopes that a proposed new trail between Wellington and Lower Hutt will
dramatically increase the number of cyclists.
Ultimately, it will connect to the Hutt River Trail and a number of regional walking and cycling paths.
READ MORE:
* Mum wants better facilities for cyclists
* Petition to allow children to ride on footpaths
* Century long wait for Hutt Wellington cycleway
Wellington City is responsible for the Ngauranga to Wellington City. The other two sections, Ngauranga to Petone and
Petone to Melling, will be built by NZTA.
In 2015, NZTA announced plans for a $35 million shared pathway for cyclists and walkers on reclaimed land on the
seaward side of the railway line between Ngauranga and Petone.
That drew a mixed response from cyclists who said they did not want to be competing with walkers.
NZTA has subsequently done more work on the design, key elements of which include.
* Widening the reclamation at three locations to allow the railway tracks to be straightened and for future improvements to
State Highway 2
* A new walking and cycling bridge just north of the Ngauranga interchange to link to the Wellington City section of the trail.
With the work being done by Wellington City, cyclists will ultimately be able to go from Melling to the Wellington Railway
Station on a purpose built trial.
NZTA Highway Manager Neil Walker is keen to get public feedback on the Petone Melling section. Features of the initial
design include.
* A rail underpasses at Petone and Parliament St (near the Normandale overbridge).
* Access through the Petone Railway Station car park
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* A bypass for southbound cyclists at the Dowse interchange
* A connection to the existing Hutt River Trail.
Hutt City Mayor Ray Wallace believes the completed Melling to Petone section will be a a great asset for residents of both
Hutt City and Wellington.
The path will also link in with the council's Riverlink project to revitalise the central Hutt by turning the city towards the Hutt
River.
Cycling advocate Jo Clendon has attended the public meetings on the Petone Melling section and is pleased with what
she saw.
People, however, were generally not aware of the project that would one day create a purpose built cycleway trail from
Melling Station to Wellington, she said.
She received a lot of feedback from people who would "love" to cycle to Wellington but were put off by the dangers
associated with the current route.
It was important to have a say on the design so that people who would eventually use it would feel confident and safe, she
said.
Her major concern with the proposed design was around access for people living on the Western Hills and in Alicetown.
She predicted the number of commuting cyclists would increase dramatically and it had to be as easy as possible for them
to access the trail.
Walker said the project was a game changer for the region and people should comment on the proposed design.
"The Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link will be a huge step forward for safer cycling, more connected
communities and greater resilience in events such as storms and earthquakes."
* Submissions close on May 31. To have your say go to NZTA
- Stuff
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