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This factsheet informs you of the requirements for importing
vehicles belonging to immigrants that do not meet frontal
impact or emissions standards. This factsheet should be read in
conjunction with Factsheet 44 Importing a motor vehicle, which
outlines the overall requirements for importing a vehicle into
New Zealand.

Additional requirements attached to immigrants’
vehicles

The process allowing people moving (or moving back) to New
Zealand to bring in and register a vehicle that they owned prior
to the move is subject to a number of specific conditions (set
out below). Vehicles that meet these conditions can then be
registered without complying with approved frontal impact or
exhaust emissions standards.

Does the Land Transport Rule: Fuel
Consumption Information 2008 apply to
immigrants’ vehicles?

What requirements do I have to meet before
my vehicle can be registered in New Zealand?
Personal requirements that must be met
To have a vehicle identified as belonging to an immigrant or
returning New Zealander, the person must:
•

be a New Zealand citizen, a New Zealand resident or a
person entitled under the Immigration Act 1987 to take up
permanent residence

•

have lived outside New Zealand for a period of not less than
21 months before the date of his or her arrival in, or return
to, New Zealand

•

apply within 18 months of the applicant’s arrival in or return
to New Zealand and have personally owned the vehicle

•

have personally owned and registered the vehicle for
personal use in a country outside New Zealand for a period
of at least one year before the applicant’s arrival in, or return
to, New Zealand

•

not have had any other vehicle identified as an immigrant’s
vehicle

•

not have imported, or be importing, the vehicle on behalf of,
or for, a third party.

The NZ Transport Agency cannot grant exemptions from any of
these requirements if you want to apply for immigrant-vehicle
status.

Requirements that the vehicle must meet
If your vehicle does not meet frontal impact or exhaust
emissions standards, it must still comply with the general safety
requirements of Land Transport Rule: Frontal Impact 2001 and
Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Exhaust Emissions 2007.
The vehicle must also comply with the relevant requirements of
all the other rules.

An immigrant’s vehicle cannot be sold or leased within one year
of its registration in New Zealand. An immigrant’s vehicle cannot
be used for hire or reward or in a transport service.

Land Transport Rule: Fuel Consumption Information 2008 (the
Fuel Consumption Information Rule) sets out requirements for
the provision of fuel consumption information for light motor
vehicles that enter the New Zealand fleet and are manufactured
on or after 1 January 2000. The Fuel Consumption Information
Rule does not apply to immigrants’ vehicles. This means fuel
consumption information does not have to be provided when the
vehicle is first registered for use in New Zealand.

How do I apply to have my non-compliant
vehicle registered in New Zealand?
You will need to apply to an entry certifier (listed over the page)
to identify your vehicle as an immigrant’s vehicle. A fee will be
charged to process your application.
If your vehicle is not identified as an immigrant’s vehicle, it will
not be entry-certified and will not be registered for use on New
Zealand roads, unless you can prove that it meets the approved
frontal impact and emissions standards by other means.

What if I brought my vehicle into New Zealand
before the changes came into effect?
An immigrant or a returning New Zealand citizen or resident may
apply for identification of his or her vehicle as an immigrant’s
vehicle within 18 months of arriving in New Zealand.
If more than 18 months has elapsed since the vehicle arrived
in New Zealand, a New Zealand citizen or resident may apply
for identification of the vehicle as an immigrant’s vehicle if the
vehicle was border inspected before 8 May 2008.

What about left-hand drive vehicles?
New Zealand is a country that requires vehicles to be right-hand
drive. If you are considering importing a left-hand drive vehicle,
see Factsheet 12 Importing a left-hand drive vehicle.

Are there any conditions attached to
immigrants’ vehicles?
Yes, they are as follows:
•

An immigrant’s vehicle cannot be sold or leased within one
year of its registration in New Zealand.

•

An immigrant’s vehicle cannot be used for hire or reward or
in a transport service.

Where can I find out more?
View the Frontal Impact Rule and the Emissions Rule on our
website at www.nzta.govt.nz, or obtain a hard copy by calling
our contact centre on 0800 699 000. If you are outside New
Zealand, phone +64 4 931 8700 and select option 3.

Contact an entry certifier
The organisations listed below are appointed by the Transport
Agency to advise on the suitability of vehicles for import, and
carry out entry certification of imported used vehicles and new
vehicles that are imported by persons other than the vehicle
manufacturer’s representative in New Zealand:
•

Automobile Association (AA)
phone: 0800 500 333, or if you are outside New Zealand
+64 9 966 8800
email: aatech@aa.co.nz
website: www.aa.co.nz

•

Vehicle Inspection New Zealand (VINZ)
phone: +64 9 573 5070
email: info@vinz.co.nz
website: www.vinz.co.nz

•

Vehicle Testing New Zealand (VTNZ)
phone: +64 4 495 2500
email: technical@vtnz.co.nz
website: www.vtnz.co.nz

•

Drivesure Vehicle Testing Ltd
phone: 0800 220 240
email: admin@drivesure.net.nz
website: www.drivesure.net.nz

•

Nelson Vehicle Testing Centre Ltd
phone: 03 539 1223
email: office@nvtc.co.nz

The information in this factsheet is a general guide only. It is
not the source of the law and should not be used in place of
authoritative legal documents. Some factsheets are updated
frequently and print versions can quickly become out of date.
If the currency of the information you are reading is
important, check the factsheet index on our website
(www.nzta.govt.nz/factsheets) or call us on 0800 699 000.

Contact details
•
•
•
•

Call our contact centre: 0800 699 000.
Visit our website: www.nzta.govt.nz.
Email us: info@nzta.govt.nz.
Write to us: NZ Transport Agency, Private Bag 11777,
Palmerston North 4442.

